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SMEs drive the global economy  

1.  OECD 2017 Ƨ Enhancing the Contributions of SMEs in a Global and Digitalised Economy. OECD refers to SMEs as firms employing up to 249 persons. 

2. Oxford Economics 2017 Ƨ SME strategies for success. 

50-60% of economic value  
is generated by SMEs1 

Generating  

value  

99% of all firms  
are SMEs1 

Representing  

all sectors  

70% of employment is  
provided by SMEs1 

Main source of 

employment  

25% projected increase in  
SME revenue from 2017-20212 

Growing fast  
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German banking landscape 

Source: Bundesbank 

In Germany, 97% of businesses are 
small  or micro -businesses with less 

than 50 employees 

Germany is overbanked ð  
but only for big and medium -sized companies 
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For  many  micro -businesses access to finance  is the  main  
concern 

German SME reporting access to finance as the most  pressing concern 

2015 2016 2017 2018
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Source: ECB 
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Small businesses face the  biggest hurdles  

Firmsƪ!perceptions of the most  important  limiting  factors  in accessing external 
finance H1 2018 

Insufficient
collateral

Interest rate/price
too high

Financing not
available

Too much
paperwork

Other

Weighted Percentage 

SME average Micro Small Medium

14% 

12% 

10% 

8% 

6% 

4% 

2% 

12% 
12% 

8% 

9% 

0% 



Only  39% of German  

micro -businesses consider 

bank  loans a relevant finance  

option  
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Source: Funding Circle 

>115,000 
Jobs unlocked in 2018  

90,000 
Active investors >68,000 

Small businesses 

û8.2bn 
Loan originations 

to date 

>1,000 
employees 

4 
Countries 

û3.9bn 
Loans under 
management  

û630m 
Equity 

capital raised 

We are the largest online small business loan provider  

in the world  
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